
Approximately 71% of the public agree 
with the police’s use of ‘stop and search’. 
I understand this sentiment, but if the 
police are going to have the right to stop 
me on the corner and frisk me, they must 
respect my rights in the process. Currently, 
that is not how the majority of stops take 
place; a survey last month cited that 67% 
of young people who were stopped and 
searched were not made aware of their 
rights during the encounter.

You could argue there is civil unrest 
in London. There is a tension, oft left 
unspoken, between the police and sections 
of the community, especially young people. 
At points this tension has boiled over, 
most notably in the summer of 2011 after 
the death of Mark Duggan in Tottenham. 
While the riots are over, memories remain 
and still influence young people’s thoughts 
and feelings with regard to the police in 
London. 

I do not trust the police, for many 
reasons, but above all because of how they 
abuse of their ‘stop and search’ powers.

The ‘stop and search’ tactics employed 
by the police are an interesting problem 
in London. From the youth’s perspective, 
we can be harassed for no reason, and 
the police don’t have to treat us with any 
amount of respect. This creates a fractious 
relationship between the youth and those 
who have been charged to protect us. 

At Exposure, we wanted to help ensure 
that kids who were being harassed by the 
police know their rights so they can know 
when those rights are being infringed 
upon. We’ve done so by creating “Fed Up”, 
a short film that serves as a crash course on 
how both the police and the youth should 
act during a stop and search. 

When you’re stopped, a cop must first 
inform you of their name, police station, 
and why you have been detained. Addi-
tionally, after the search, the officer must 
give you a ‘yellow slip’ as a record of when, 
where, and why the search happened.

In “Fed Up”, the audience will be shown 
a few different interactions between the 
police and young people during a standard 
stop, based on real scenarios. Sometimes 
a kid seems to be actively attempting to 

get an officer’s attention so he can then 
complain about being stopped again. 
Sometimes a kid is actually guilty when 
playing innocent. And sometimes the 
police are presumptive and way too and 
aggressive – an important scenario to 

explore, as the youth need to understand 
how to report an improper ‘stop & search’.

Getting stopped is awful. It’s a bother, 
it’s invasive, it’s humiliating – and often it 
seems unnecessary, as if the police simply 
had nothing better to do. But if this is 
indeed the case, the best way to handle 
the situation is not to get confrontational 

and fight back. Instead, stay calm and have 
a friend film the entire encounter so the 
officers know you are ready to hold them 
to account. 

Hopefully, with a better-informed youth, 
unnecessary searches can happen less and 

necessary searches can run more smoothly.  
Something needed to be made in order 

to let people know what is happening and 
what can be done to change it.

We were Fed Up.

Watch the ‘Fed Up’ film now
Doing our bit for the community, last week 
Exposure held a special screening  at the 
West Green Learning Centre, Tottenham 
of our new short film ‘Fed Up’ which aims 
to bridge the gap between young people 
and the police. Over 150 people turned up, 
including young people, youth workers,  
teachers and the police. 

Using humour to help get the message 
across, the film explores the rights and 
wrongs of the ‘stop and search’ procedure, 
addressing common concerns and offering 
suggestions to avoid negative situations.

You can view the film now at  
www.exposure.org.uk. Please share it.

For more information call Flo on 020 
8883 0260 or email flo@exposure.org.uk

Exposure is pleased to announce the 
launch of our new ‘youth news, views 
and lifestyle’ website, offering a more 
immediate and accessible platform for 
young people to share their thoughts, 
experiences and creativity.

The new website comes at a time when 
the print industry is shrinking and 
online media is the first destination for 
young people seeking and sharing in-
formation.

While the reputation of our award-win-
ning Exposure magazine has been built, 
over 17 years, on the forthright and 
honest writing of our young people it is, 
necessarily, a month or two behind the 
news when it’s published.

Exposure’s website will enable local 
young people to produce more dynamic, 
responsive and entertaining content, 
including current affairs, reviews, short 

stories, poems, video blogs and audio 
podcasts to a much wider audience. 
This will result in even more opportuni-
ties for young people to improve their 
confidence, resilience and communi-
cation skills at Exposure, ultimately 
making them more employable.

“With the website young people will 
have much more to look at, and cover 
subjects in more depth,” said Exposure 
volunteer, Abena Akonnor, 14. “It will 
give us more ideas and a wider perspec-
tive,” added Wun-pini Jibreel, 15.
“Our new site will enable Exposure to 
react to the world in real time, strength-
ening and broadening the democratic 
platform we offer young people so 
that what they say is heard,” said Gary 
Flavell, Exposure’s Online Editor.

Despite the emphasise of Exposure 
being very much online, the award 
winning magazine will continue to be 

printed and distributed throughout 
north London. 

If you’re young and serious about 
a career in the media there really is 
no better time to get involved with 
Exposure. Tweet us @ExposureOrg or 
email info@exposure.org.uk

Exposure’s new website has been 
developed with support from Haringey 
Youth Service, The Rob Barr Charitable 
Fund, the London Community 
Foundation and the US Embassy 
London, Public Affairs Department.

A Site For Sore Eyes  www.exposure.org.uk

Download the magazine www.exposure.org.uk 
Call 020 8883 0260 or email info@exposure.org.uk  
to find out more or to get involved.
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Tyler Lauletta on the rights & wrongs of stop & search

There is a tension, oft left unspoken, between 
the police and sections of the community, 
especially young people.

Layout by Lauren GrayWritten by Tyler Lauletta


